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manteliftee wa sba' acupftboart-.a regular man a resm ar-
ranged for comfort and buutnesa,
combjned with an eye to privacy
and especially conadeees in a -

bouse full of guests.
It was there, If not in the hal,

that Ann and be end I alwats sat
in the evenings, when quite alone.
"That's Just the thing." I said, ex-

&mining the big map. "It wil help
to keep my proportions asurate."
Burgess soft had me dted up and

left me to my plan. Fortunately I
have a bit ota kack for sketehing
and architectural work, and I did
not take me toag to rough out a
small one, upon which!I matted in
the Individual places roeghty for
discussion.

In a little over as bor I had the
larger sketch ready as well. but
without any places put in, leaving
that until aftera general conference
upon the subject. to see what other
suggestions might be olered. '

I had just finished and rolled up
my smaller drawing, lest perchance
it imight fall Into the wrong hands
and arouse any sort of sapicion-
the larger one d4 not matter so
much, as It was a plan pure and
simple-when I heard the angry
eruotations of a Klaxn as a car
tamned Inat the gates; and oon a
long, low "ninety" Mercedes, with
a wonderful white body, bounded
up the drive with Barry Verjoyce,
recognisable only by Impression in
his overall touring coat and gog-
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after ~~le-ta Spro11410y about
three h'ale,"eaeed a efl

tb~bororevr t bet.'

etllyi "mtthe sees hisit

-ter that it sheaM not be both the
frst time. You will have to setue
It between tourelves.

"It'd better be Mill," maid arry
Verjoyc. promptly. "He's better at
theme things than I am."
"These things" was ethlnetly

vague, but we all had an instinct
what be meant and what it covered.

"lght-oh." said young Welng-
ham grufly; "here's lack."
And hd swallowed his cocktail to

cover his feelings, and Manders
Came to the rese awn with some
questions about the big white Merf
codes racer, which was Verjoye's
latest addition to his autoetud and
a very safe topie.
And thea lunch, Itself a merry

enough meal, at which the ban wee
tossed about frem oe to another
with the deliberate purpose of ba-
fsbing unpleasant things to the
background of memory; and I never
met a better man at the game than
Manders, who always seems to have
the knack of the right note to keep
things at the required pitch.

"I will cal you, Mr. Welluigham,'
Ann aid, leaving us over the port.
"when you can see Lord Dulling.
don; but don't stay more than te
minutes, please, and keep him of
unpleasant subjects as much as
ever you Can. We want to keep
the circumstances surrounding the
shock as much out of his mind as
we can."
Ann put on a professional man-

ner, which was quite becoming, and
would have been amusing if the ir,
cumstanoes had not been so grave
-I might say, apqalling

"I'll do my best, Miss Clymping,"
said Dill Weflingham, holding the
door open for her. "Trust me,
though I'm afraid a poor wretched
subaltern can't be counted ca for
the tact, t6 say nothing of the airs
and graces, of these barrister
chaps."

It was quite happy, and sBowed
Ann to leave us in the midst of a
general laugh.

"All right, my lad," said Manders,
laughing. "I'll get back on you
before I've done. I often hope my-
self that there's more afectation
than real Idiocy aing the junior
officers of the Guard.' Drigade."
Then Blenkinsopp spoke, intro-

ducing a more serious vein.
"Could yop two chaps get two or

three days' leave for a very ati-
ular purpose," he asked-"say from
Monday to Wednesday or Thurs-
day? It's rather Important; and
I'll explain the whole business later
cn."
"Might be wangled, 1WI, mightn't

it?" maid Harry Verjoyce.
Wafllngharn nodded.
"Think so. We've bath been very

good boys lately, and doing quite a
lot of beastly duty one way and an-'
other."
"Well .then," said Dlankinbopp

1quietly, "I'lle put you wise after
Wellingham has seen Bullingdoa.
It's man's work I want of you both,
no kid's game; and It's connected
with the cleaning up of this Intel'
nal business."
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